Olympic View and Middle Waterway
State Aquatic Reserves

Hympio View and Mddie Wabersay Aquaio Reserves

Site Evaluation

Site History

Aquatic Reserve Program

Cyrmpic View and hiddle Waterasay are within
Commencement Bay, a deepaater embayment of
approximately 5700 acres. Qlyrmpic View iz located
between the Middle and Thea Foszz Waterways and
iz located wathin the harbor area. This zite hasz been
recently restored to rezemble a natural nearshore
ermvironment. biddle VWateroway iz located to the
wyest of the Puyallup River and includes the largest
remnant mud flatz in Commencement Bay.

Theze zites were among the first sites formally
withdrawen frorm leaszing by Commizzioner of Public
Lands Jennifer Belcher on hay 11, 2000,

The Waszhington Deparment of Matural Resources
(ODMNFY manages about 2.4 million acres of aguatic
landsz on behalf of the public. DMNE eztablizhed three
typesz of reserves OMAC 332-30-151) to help enzune
ernirontnental protection for public aguatic lands -
Education, Environmental and Scientific Feserves.
Llzing thiz authority the Commizzsioner of Public
Lands wathdresy zix zites from leazing to be
conzidered for Aquatic Bezerve statuz dunng 2000,

During 2002 OME developed an environmental
impact staternent (E1S) for the Agquatic Bezeres

Frogram. The final EIS wasz adopted in Septermber
2002,

Natural Resources

Site Management

All zix zites withdravwn from leasing in 2000 will be
evaluated for Aquatic Fezerve status during 2003, Sitez
wiill be evaluated uzing designation critena identified in
the programimatic EIS. Guidance for the uze of theze
deszignation criteria iz currently being developed by DMR.
with the aszistance of an extemal peer review committes.

Evaluation of the sites will be completed by a Technical
Advizory Committee. DMR 12 currently collecting all
available information regarding each of the six reserve
zitez through rezearch and public meetings. The
commmittee will ewaluate thiz infonmation and visit each site
befare rmaking their recommendation to the
Commizsioner of Public Lands.

The hiztoric Commencerment Bay and Puyallup
Fiver delta included: an extenzive tidal frezhwater
floodplain of the meandenng Puyallup River,
including off-channel zloughs and wetlandsz; an
expanding delta with numerous distributany
channels; broad, expanzive rmudflat habitat, and an
gxtensive estuanne tranzition zone beteeen upland
habitatz and emergent marzh.

Today, mare than 90% of thiz eztuany habitat hasz
been lost. Middle Wateravay contains remnant
rmudflat habitat uzed by a variety of birdz and fizh,
wehile Olympic viesy contains tvo small eelgrass
beds.

Followang the detemmination by the Commizsioner of
Fublic Landsz regarding Agquatic Rezerve status, DMNE.
weill begin a State Environmental Protection Act (SEFPA)
public processz to develop management planz for each
zite, This process will occur for zites dezignated as
Aquatic Bezerve: az well az thoze thatwill no longer
be part of the Aguatic Reserve Program.

DME expects to worl:with many partners, including
other agencies, tfribes, local govemments and

organizations to develop and implement management
planz for Aguatic Reserves.

Aquatic Reserve
Timeline
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